S urvival of patients with atrioventricular canal beyond the seventh decade of life is extremely rare. Hynes et aP described six such patients and commented that the total number of patients reported surviving into the eighth decade was five. These five patients had the partial form of the disorder. ' We report a patient with the complete form of the defect, proved by 2D echocardiography with venous contrast studies.
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first such patient reported with survival to the eighth decade.
CASE

REPORT
This 73-year-old man was seen in consultation to assess his fitness for prostatectomy.
He Figure 2 . Same view as Figure 3 Venous contrast angiography (bubbled saline) showed positive contrast shadowing between the right heart chambers and left ventricle in early diastole (Fig 3) and negative contrast shadowing between the left atrium and right ventricle about 60 milli-seconds later (Fig 4) . A deficiency in the upper part of the interatrial septum was thought to represent a possible separate secundum defect, as negative contrast shadowing was seen in the right atrium (Fig 3 and 4) .
DISCUSSION
The 
